
 November 2022 Online Exam Review

C700U20-1 Eduqas GCSE English Language Component 2

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %
11 71739 2.8 0.4 3 94.4 99.8
12 71280 4.7 2 10 47.2 99.2
13 71111 2.5 0.7 3 84.1 99
14 69475 4.3 2.2 10 42.7 96.7
15 67560 2.9 1.2 4 71.5 94
16 62724 4 2.5 10 39.9 87.3
21 67852 5.2 2.2 12 43.5 94.4

21VSSP 67913 3.5 1.5 8 43.7 94.5
22 64809 4.8 2.1 12 39.6 90.2

22VSSP 64888 3.2 1.4 8 40.4 90.3

If you are accessing this 
document in a web 
browser and are only 
able to see this single 
page, please download 
the document and re-
open it in Adobe 
Reader in order to fully 
access the exemplar 
material.
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Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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To answer the following questions you must use both texts. 
 


Using information from both texts, explain briefly what the two writers 
tell readers about Jumbo’s food and drink. [4] 


 
(AO1 2a and b) 


 
This question tests the ability to select and synthesise evidence from different 
texts 


 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


 
Give 1 mark to those who struggle to offer a relevant detail from each of the 
texts or offer relevant detail from just one text.  


 
Give 2 marks to those who select at least one relevant detail from each of the 
texts. 


 
Give 3 marks to those who select relevant details from both texts. 


 
Give 4 marks to those who synthesise and provide a good range of relevant 
detail from both texts with some explanation about Jumbo’s food and drink. 


 
Details that candidates may select, respond to and explain: 


 
Matthew Scott 


• he eats hay, oats and bread  


• he drinks water and, as a treat, a `big dram of whisky` 


• he eats the cakes that children love to give him 
 


Newspaper article 


• he eats `sticky buns and hay`  


• he was given whisky and beer  


• his diet was ‘monotonous’ / bad for health / caused tooth decay /used as 
pacifier 


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 


 
 
  


1 5 
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QUESTION 1.5 - EXAMPLE 2  


MARK: 1 


- the response lacks clarity of detail. The response begins with `Both writers` but includes a
detail only mentioned in one of the texts.  Only the final detail, linked to the autobiography, can be
rewarded.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Revealed: new 
evidence about the life and death of Jumbo, the giant Victorian sensation’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from Matthew Scott’s autobiography, written in 1885.


Read the newspaper article in the separate Resource Material.


a)	 Where is the skeleton of Jumbo kept?	 [1]
b)	 Why was Jumbo sold to the Barnum Circus?	 [1]


		  c)	 Give one piece of evidence that showed people did not want Jumbo to go to 
			   America. 	 [1]


How does the writer, Alan Lee, try to show that Jumbo was a much-loved ‘Victorian 
sensation’?  
You should comment on:
•	 what he says
•	 his use of language, tone and structure
•	 other ways he tries to show Jumbo was a much-loved elephant.	 [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate.


To answer the following questions you will need to read the passage on the opposite page, 
taken from Matthew Scott’s autobiography.


a)	 How much did Jumbo weigh?	 [1]
b)	 How long had Jumbo been giving children rides in London Zoo? 	 [1]
c)	 Give the detail from the text that shows Jumbo would usually do what 
	 Matthew Scott asked him.	 [1]


“Matthew Scott writes about Jumbo in a way that shows feelings of pride and affection 
for the elephant.” 
To what extent do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
•	 what the writer says
•	 how the writer says it.	 [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly what the two writers tell readers 
about Jumbo’s food and drink.	 [4]


Both of these texts are about Jumbo the elephant and his life in London Zoo.
Compare:
•	 what the two writers tell readers about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo
•	 how the writers get their views about Jumbo’s life across to their readers.	 [10]
You must use the text to support your answers and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.
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When Jumbo the elephant was brought to England and to
London Zoo in 1865, he was looked after by Matthew 
Scott, his keeper. The passage below is taken from Scott’s 
autobiography, published in 1885.
When I first saw Jumbo and he was given into my care, the poor thing was full of 
disease, and his whole hide covered with sores. However, I undertook to be his doctor, 
his nurse and general servant. I watched and nursed him night and day with all the care 
and affection of a mother and I am now rewarded by having a fine-looking creature in a 
perfectly sound state of mind and body. He is the largest, most intelligent and certainly 
the most powerful living creature in creation. Jumbo’s daily diet is composed of hay, 
oats and bread; his drink is chiefly water but as a treat he can cope with a big dram 
of whisky. He weighs nearly eight tons and he stands today over twelve feet high. All 
the experience I share with him is a pleasure to me and is a great reward, which I am 
thankful for in these, my older days but so long as I am permitted the company of dear 
old Jumbo, I shall be quite contented. I am happy in his company and do not wish to 
leave it. 


Jumbo has been a busy, industrious creature all his life, especially since I brought him 
from his sick bed. He has no idle days for ‘loafing’ or otherwise wasting his time. He has 
been engaged in carrying around children almost daily for twenty years, and I suppose 
no animal has ever carried so many on his back as Jumbo. Certainly, I can claim 
for him that no animal ever did his work more affectionately or tenderly, and without 
accident. Once when I was riding him around in the Zoological Gardens, sitting on his 
neck with about a dozen children on his broad back, we were proceeding down the 
path when all at once Jumbo came to a standstill. I shouted to him to go along but for 
once he did not obey the order. As I turned round to see what was the matter, there was 
a lady running on to the path screaming and shouting, “Oh, my poor child! Oh, he will 
be killed, he will be killed!” When I looked down, I saw Jumbo deliberately and coolly 
putting his trunk around the body of an infant that had escaped its mother’s apron-
strings and had run and fallen in front of him. He just stopped right there, gently picked 
up the child by the waist with his trunk and laid it beside its screaming mother, more 
tenderly than the mother afterward took up the frightened child in her excitement.


Jumbo never gets excited when he is attending to children, who love to see him eat 
the cakes they give him. He might get mad once in a while when provoked by some 
drunken fool but I want you to think of Jumbo as a kind, affectionate creature and 
remember, when you see anyone in trouble, you should go instantly to the rescue, and 
remember that Jumbo did the same thing.
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Revealed: new evidence about the life and death of 
Jumbo, the giant Victorian sensation.


During his time as the greatest animal celebrity of the Victorian age, 
Jumbo the elephant outshone the biggest names of music hall and 
theatre. Now Alan Lee reports on the latest research on this remarkable 
animal, including Sir David Attenborough’s work for his documentary 
about the elephant. 


Jumbo the elephant drew 
millions of visitors, became a 
firm favourite of Queen Victoria’s 
children and much later even 
inspired Walt Disney’s classic 
cartoon film, ‘Dumbo’. Yet behind 
all the adoration, Jumbo lived a 
sad, often painful existence. 


Now Sir David Attenborough has 
become the latest researcher 
to try to uncover the truth about 


Jumbo, the “gentle giant”. Jumbo stood four metres tall and weighed more than 
seven tons. The skeleton of the elephant is kept at the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York and Sir David was given unique access to it during the making 
of a BBC documentary. 


Using the latest techniques, Attenborough and a team of scientists painstakingly 
examined Jumbo’s bones. And they have come to some fascinating conclusions 
about Jumbo’s medical condition and diet. 


The elephant arrived at London Zoo in 1865. “Hardly anyone in Europe had seen 
a living African elephant 150 years ago,” Sir David points out. Jumbo became an 
instant hit, attracting crowds of awe-struck Victorians who came to marvel at his 
growing size, take rides on his back and take photos using early cameras. Among 
those who are said to have adored Jumbo were Queen Victoria’s children and a 
young Winston Churchill.


His keeper was Matthew Scott, who developed a strong bond with Jumbo. It was 
even claimed he discovered a way of communicating with the animal. The young 
elephant was disease-ridden when he arrived in London, but Scott nursed him back 
to health and did his best to treat him well. He even slept in the elephant’s pen to 
keep him company. Yet Scott knew little about elephant behaviour and away from 
the crowds there was a darker side to Jumbo. He would have terrifyingly violent 
rages, where he would smash the wooden frame of his enclosure. “He did it so often 
that carpenters had to be called again and again to make repairs,” says Sir David. 
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He even broke his tusks in his frustration. Scientists now believe the reason for his 
rages was bad toothache caused by his monotonous diet, largely of sticky buns 
and hay. They found clear signs of damage to his teeth and indications of infection. 
Matthew Scott was also said to feed Jumbo whisky and beer to keep him calm, 
adding to his health problems. It is also known that 300 coins were discovered in 
Jumbo’s stomach after his death – probably payment for rides which the elephant 
scooped up and swallowed. 


Photographs from the time show as many as a dozen people on his back and the 
rides also caused some injury. Jumbo suffered joint problems. His bones were 
shown to be like those of an animal in its 50s, rather than in his mid-20s as he was 
when he died.  


There’s no evidence that he ever 
attacked anyone but zoo officials 
became increasingly worried. 
They feared that he would turn 
on Scott, or even worse, a child, 
causing a scandal, so when, 
in 1882, the Barnum Circus 
in America offered £2,000 for 
Jumbo, an enormous sum at the 
time, they found London Zoo in a 
mood to accept. 


“It was an opportunity for the 
zoo to get rid of its problematic 
elephant,” says Sir David. “A 
shocking decision was made to 
sell.” 


There was an outcry – 100,000 children wrote to Queen Victoria begging her to 
intervene, adults protested at the zoo – but there was no reprieve. Jumbo was put 
in a crate and shipped across the Atlantic with his loyal keeper. Huge crowds were 
waiting and Jumbo-mania erupted. 


His popularity never faded but he died just three years later. While exercising at a 
railway yard in Canada, during a circus tour, Jumbo was struck by a train and killed. 
He was aged just 24, a tragically young age for an animal that can live to 70 in the 
wild. Matthew Scott is said to have wept uncontrollably as his best friend took his 
last breath.
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Both of these texts are about Jumbo the elephant and his life in London 
Zoo. 


 
Compare: 


• what the two writers tell readers about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo 


• how the writers get their views about Jumbo’s life across to their 
readers.  


 
You must use the text to support your answers and make it clear which 
text you are referring to. 


 [10] 
 


(AO3) 
 


This question tests the ability to compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as 
well as how these are conveyed, across the two texts. 


 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


 
Give 1-2 marks to those who identify a basic similarity and/or difference in the 
writers’ views about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo. Marks in this band may only 
deal with one text or not make it clear to which text is being referred.  


 
Give 3-4 marks to those who identify some of the main similarities and 
differences in the writers’ views about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo and/or 
make some simple comments on how the writers get their views across to 
readers. 


 
Give 5-6 marks to those who identify similarities and differences in the writers’ 
views about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo making some comparisons and/or 
commenting on how the writers get their views across to readers. 


 
Give 7-8 marks to those who make detailed comparisons about the views the 
writers have about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo and make valid comments on 
how the writers get their views across to readers. 


 
Give 9-10 marks to those who make comparisons that are sustained and 
detailed, with a wide range of valid comments, showing clear understanding 
about how the writers get their views across to readers. 


 
  


1 6 
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Details that candidates may explore or comment on: 
 


What the two writers tell readers about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo 
 


Alan Lee 


• he was a favourite at the zoo/gave rides, and attracted large crowds 


• despite the adoration, Jumbo led a `sad, often painful existence` 


• his keeper had a strong bond with the elephant / did his best to treat him 
well 


• he was diseased when he first arrived at the zoo 


• he had a poor diet 


• he had a ‘darker side’ – rages caused by toothache / destroyed his 
enclosure / he became a problem  


• he suffered from joint problems/bone deterioration caused by giving rides  
 


Matthew Scott 


• he was successfully nursed back to health after arriving at the zoo `full of 
disease` 


• he was a `busy, industrious creature`/ gave children rides  


• he was given treats – whisky/cakes 


• he behaved safely, even coming to the aid of a young child in danger 


• rarely violent / only when he was provoked by drunken fools 
 


How the writers get their views about Jumbo’s life across to their 
readers 


 
Overview – Scott focuses on positive details whereas Lee focuses mainly on 
negative details about Jumbo’s actual day-to-day experience 


 
Alan Lee 


• he gives details of Jumbo’s life with Scott 


• he gives examples that show his popularity – favourite of Queen Victoria’s 
children/Winston Churchill / he inspired the Disney film / uses 
phrases/words such as `awe-struck` / gentle giant 


• he quotes Sir David Attenborough to support and add information about 
the elephant – paragraph 4 about his popularity, paragraph 5 about his 
rages 


• he refers to supporting evidence from scientists to confirm Jumbo’s 
`painful existence` 


• he uses comparison to show Jumbo’s suffering – bones like an elephant 
twice his age 


 
Matthew Scott 


• he makes glowing statements about his feelings for Jumbo 


• he praises Jumbo – his intelligence, his willingness to work, his tender 
nature, his fine appearance, his popularity with children  


• he uses the anecdote about how Jumbo reacted to a child in danger to 
illustrate his intelligence and tender nature 


• he ends with a direct address to readers – to think of Jumbo as a role 
model – be kind/be a rescuer 


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. 
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 


 


  












QUESTION 1.6 - EXAMPLE 1  


MARK: 6


- Band 3
- the response includes a range of details that cover both of the bullet points, but in places
the emphasis is on Scott rather than the elephant.
- to access the next band, the response needs to focus more clearly on the bullet points and
to include a wider range of supporting detail.
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MARK: 2 


- Band 1
- limited response that in the first paragraph drifts from the focus of the question and
offers just one detail from each of the texts.
- to improve the mark and access the next band, the response needs a clear focus on
the question and a wider selection of appropriate detail.
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MARK: 4


- Band 2
- the response gives some appropriate detail from each text, but in places 
explanations and comments are rather laboured.
- to access the next band, the response needs a greater range of textual detail with 
comments that are precise and succinct.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Revealed: new 
evidence about the life and death of Jumbo, the giant Victorian sensation’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from Matthew Scott’s autobiography, written in 1885.


Read the newspaper article in the separate Resource Material.


a)	 Where is the skeleton of Jumbo kept?	 [1]
b)	 Why was Jumbo sold to the Barnum Circus?	 [1]
c)	 Give one piece of evidence that showed people did not want Jumbo to go to 


America. [1]


How does the writer, Alan Lee, try to show that Jumbo was a much-loved ‘Victorian 
sensation’? 
You should comment on:
•	 what he says
•	 his use of language, tone and structure
•	 other ways he tries to show Jumbo was a much-loved elephant.	 [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate.


To answer the following questions you will need to read the passage on the opposite page, 
taken from Matthew Scott’s autobiography.


a)	 How much did Jumbo weigh?	 [1]
b)	 How long had Jumbo been giving children rides in London Zoo? [1]
c)	 Give the detail from the text that shows Jumbo would usually do what 


Matthew Scott asked him. [1]


“Matthew Scott writes about Jumbo in a way that shows feelings of pride and affection 
for the elephant.” 
To what extent do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
•	 what the writer says
•	 how the writer says it.	 [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


 Both of these texts are about Jumbo the elephant and his life in London Zoo. 
Compare:
• what the two writers tell readers about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo
• how the writers get their views about Jumbo’s life across to their readers. [10]
You must use the text to support your answers and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 6
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When Jumbo the elephant was brought to England and to
London Zoo in 1865, he was looked after by Matthew 
Scott, his keeper. The passage below is taken from Scott’s 
autobiography, published in 1885.
When I first saw Jumbo and he was given into my care, the poor thing was full of 
disease, and his whole hide covered with sores. However, I undertook to be his doctor, 
his nurse and general servant. I watched and nursed him night and day with all the care 
and affection of a mother and I am now rewarded by having a fine-looking creature in a 
perfectly sound state of mind and body. He is the largest, most intelligent and certainly 
the most powerful living creature in creation. Jumbo’s daily diet is composed of hay, 
oats and bread; his drink is chiefly water but as a treat he can cope with a big dram 
of whisky. He weighs nearly eight tons and he stands today over twelve feet high. All 
the experience I share with him is a pleasure to me and is a great reward, which I am 
thankful for in these, my older days but so long as I am permitted the company of dear 
old Jumbo, I shall be quite contented. I am happy in his company and do not wish to 
leave it. 


Jumbo has been a busy, industrious creature all his life, especially since I brought him 
from his sick bed. He has no idle days for ‘loafing’ or otherwise wasting his time. He has 
been engaged in carrying around children almost daily for twenty years, and I suppose 
no animal has ever carried so many on his back as Jumbo. Certainly, I can claim 
for him that no animal ever did his work more affectionately or tenderly, and without 
accident. Once when I was riding him around in the Zoological Gardens, sitting on his 
neck with about a dozen children on his broad back, we were proceeding down the 
path when all at once Jumbo came to a standstill. I shouted to him to go along but for 
once he did not obey the order. As I turned round to see what was the matter, there was 
a lady running on to the path screaming and shouting, “Oh, my poor child! Oh, he will 
be killed, he will be killed!” When I looked down, I saw Jumbo deliberately and coolly 
putting his trunk around the body of an infant that had escaped its mother’s apron-
strings and had run and fallen in front of him. He just stopped right there, gently picked 
up the child by the waist with his trunk and laid it beside its screaming mother, more 
tenderly than the mother afterward took up the frightened child in her excitement.


Jumbo never gets excited when he is attending to children, who love to see him eat 
the cakes they give him. He might get mad once in a while when provoked by some 
drunken fool but I want you to think of Jumbo as a kind, affectionate creature and 
remember, when you see anyone in trouble, you should go instantly to the rescue, and 
remember that Jumbo did the same thing.
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Revealed: new evidence about the life and death of 
Jumbo, the giant Victorian sensation.


During his time as the greatest animal celebrity of the Victorian age, 
Jumbo the elephant outshone the biggest names of music hall and 
theatre. Now Alan Lee reports on the latest research on this remarkable 
animal, including Sir David Attenborough’s work for his documentary 
about the elephant. 


Jumbo the elephant drew 
millions of visitors, became a 
firm favourite of Queen Victoria’s 
children and much later even 
inspired Walt Disney’s classic 
cartoon film, ‘Dumbo’. Yet behind 
all the adoration, Jumbo lived a 
sad, often painful existence. 


Now Sir David Attenborough has 
become the latest researcher 
to try to uncover the truth about 


Jumbo, the “gentle giant”. Jumbo stood four metres tall and weighed more than 
seven tons. The skeleton of the elephant is kept at the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York and Sir David was given unique access to it during the making 
of a BBC documentary. 


Using the latest techniques, Attenborough and a team of scientists painstakingly 
examined Jumbo’s bones. And they have come to some fascinating conclusions 
about Jumbo’s medical condition and diet. 


The elephant arrived at London Zoo in 1865. “Hardly anyone in Europe had seen 
a living African elephant 150 years ago,” Sir David points out. Jumbo became an 
instant hit, attracting crowds of awe-struck Victorians who came to marvel at his 
growing size, take rides on his back and take photos using early cameras. Among 
those who are said to have adored Jumbo were Queen Victoria’s children and a 
young Winston Churchill.


His keeper was Matthew Scott, who developed a strong bond with Jumbo. It was 
even claimed he discovered a way of communicating with the animal. The young 
elephant was disease-ridden when he arrived in London, but Scott nursed him back 
to health and did his best to treat him well. He even slept in the elephant’s pen to 
keep him company. Yet Scott knew little about elephant behaviour and away from 
the crowds there was a darker side to Jumbo. He would have terrifyingly violent 
rages, where he would smash the wooden frame of his enclosure. “He did it so often 
that carpenters had to be called again and again to make repairs,” says Sir David. 
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He even broke his tusks in his frustration. Scientists now believe the reason for his 
rages was bad toothache caused by his monotonous diet, largely of sticky buns 
and hay. They found clear signs of damage to his teeth and indications of infection. 
Matthew Scott was also said to feed Jumbo whisky and beer to keep him calm, 
adding to his health problems. It is also known that 300 coins were discovered in 
Jumbo’s stomach after his death – probably payment for rides which the elephant 
scooped up and swallowed. 


Photographs from the time show as many as a dozen people on his back and the 
rides also caused some injury. Jumbo suffered joint problems. His bones were 
shown to be like those of an animal in its 50s, rather than in his mid-20s as he was 
when he died.  


There’s no evidence that he ever 
attacked anyone but zoo officials 
became increasingly worried. 
They feared that he would turn 
on Scott, or even worse, a child, 
causing a scandal, so when, 
in 1882, the Barnum Circus 
in America offered £2,000 for 
Jumbo, an enormous sum at the 
time, they found London Zoo in a 
mood to accept. 


“It was an opportunity for the 
zoo to get rid of its problematic 
elephant,” says Sir David. “A 
shocking decision was made to 
sell.” 


There was an outcry – 100,000 children wrote to Queen Victoria begging her to 
intervene, adults protested at the zoo – but there was no reprieve. Jumbo was put 
in a crate and shipped across the Atlantic with his loyal keeper. Huge crowds were 
waiting and Jumbo-mania erupted. 


His popularity never faded but he died just three years later. While exercising at a 
railway yard in Canada, during a circus tour, Jumbo was struck by a train and killed. 
He was aged just 24, a tragically young age for an animal that can live to 70 in the 
wild. Matthew Scott is said to have wept uncontrollably as his best friend took his 
last breath.
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2 1 + 2 2 Transactional / Persuasive Writing 


 


 
Communication and organisation 


12 marks 
Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation 


8 marks 


Band 5 


11-12 marks 


• shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and 
format of the task 


• shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended 
audience 


• appropriate register is confidently adapted to purpose / 
audience 


• content is ambitious, pertinent and sophisticated 


• ideas are convincingly developed and supported by a range 
of relevant details 


• there is sophistication in the shape and structure of the 
writing 


• communication has ambition and sophistication 


8 marks 


• there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence 
structures 


• virtually all sentence construction is controlled and accurate 


• a range of punctuation is used confidently and accurately 


• virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular 
words, is correct 


• control of tense and agreement is totally secure 


• a wide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used 
to create effect or convey precise meaning 


Band 4 


8-10 marks 


• shows consistent understanding of the purpose and format 
of the task 


• shows secure awareness of the reader/intended audience 


• register is appropriately and consistently adapted to 
purpose/audience 


• content is well-judged and detailed 


• ideas are organised and coherently developed with 
supporting detail 


• there is clear shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs 
are used effectively to give sequence and organisation) 


• communication has clarity, fluency and some ambition 


6-7 marks 


• sentence structure is varied to achieve particular effects 


• control of sentence construction is secure 


• a range of punctuation is used accurately 


• spelling, including that of irregular words, is secure 


• control of tense and agreement is secure 


• vocabulary is ambitious and used with precision 


Band 3 


5-7 marks 


• shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the 
task 


• shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience 


• register is appropriately adapted to purpose / audience 


• content is developed and appropriate reasons are given in 
support of opinions / ideas 


• ideas are organised into coherent arguments 


• there is some shape and structure in the writing 
(paragraphs are used to give sequence and organisation) 


• communication has clarity and fluency 


4-5 marks 


• there is variety in sentence structure 


• control of sentence construction is mostly secure 


• a range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately 


• most spelling, including that of irregular words, is correct 


• control of tense and agreement is mostly secure 


• vocabulary is beginning to develop and is used with some 
precision 


Band 2 


3-4 marks 


• shows some awareness of the purpose and format of the 
task 


• shows awareness of the reader / intended audience 


• a clear attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience 


• some reasons are given in support of opinions and ideas 


• limited development of ideas 


• some sequencing of ideas into paragraphs (structure / 
direction may be uncertain) 


• communication has some clarity and fluency 


2-3 marks 


• some variety of sentence structure 


• there is some control of sentence construction 


• some control of a range of punctuation 


• the spelling is usually accurate 


• control of tense and agreement is generally secure 


• there is some range of vocabulary 


Band 1 


1-2 marks 


• basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task 


• some basic awareness of the reader / intended audience 


• some attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience (e.g. 
degree of formality) 


• some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic 


• content may be thin and brief 


• simple sequencing of ideas (paragraphs may be used to 
show obvious divisions or group ideas into some order) 


• there is some basic clarity but communication of meaning is 
limited 


1 mark 


• limited range of sentence structure 


• control of sentence construction is limited 


• there is some attempt to use punctuation 


• some spelling is accurate 


• control of tense and agreement is limited 


• limited range of vocabulary 


 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 
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Additional task-specific guidance 
 


You are asked to give a lively talk to younger students in which you give 
advice about how best to prepare for and cope with the demands of GCSE 
exams.   


 
Write what you would say in your talk. 


 
Successful responses may include some of the following features: 
 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
• there is a sustained sense of register and purpose, which meets the 


requirement of a talk to a specific audience – younger students 
• there is a clear sense of engagement with the intended audience – this 


may be through devices such as asides, statements, questions, direct 
address that give a distinctive voice to the talk. A successful talk will be 
reassuring and supportive and will avoid sounding patronising/talking 
down to younger students 


• there is a clear and coherent approach and viewpoint that might include 
such things as a personal anecdote about how the speaker has prepared 
for exams, advice about revision techniques, exam planning, strategies for 
avoiding stress and so on 


• the response has a logical structure within which advice and information 
about preparing for and coping with the demands of exams are presented 
clearly and convincingly 


• paragraphs are used to effectively structure the response and give 
direction to the overall presentation 


• the response uses a range of appropriate and well-selected details to 
illustrate and give substance to the opinions and points of view expressed 


• the talk is a sufficiently detailed and developed response 
 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
• expression is clear, fluent and controlled (the best responses will show 


ambition and sophistication in expression as well as a high degree of 
accuracy) 


• there are few, if any, errors (no more than a sprinkling of mistakes) 
• sentence control and range is good 
• tenses are consistent 
• vocabulary is used precisely and appropriately to convey meaning 
• punctuation is used accurately and appropriately (and unobtrusively) 


 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following 
features: 


 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
• the content is thin and/or brief 
• the content lacks substance and range 
• there is limited or uncertain sense of purpose, for example ignoring or 


misunderstanding the requirement for a talk 
• limited awareness of, or focus on, the intended audience 
• content details are thin or generalised, with only limited sense of 


developing the points raised 
• limited development or clarity of information, with perhaps a tendency to 


simple assertion 
• a weak or limited structure to the talk that lacks a clear sense of direction 


and development 


2  1 
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Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
• expression/phrasing lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward 


and limited) 
• errors are basic and/or numerous 
• sentence range, variety and control is limited 
• tenses may be inconsistent 
• vocabulary is limited or used inappropriately 
• meaning is not always clear or precise 


 
  












QUESTION 2.1 - EXAMPLE 1 











MARK: 6 + 3 = 9 


Band 3 C+O and Band 2 VSSSP
-  the content is relevant and shows clear awareness of the intended audience.  The tone of the response is 
reassuring; however, it is a little unbalanced in that there are few clear suggestions about ways to succeed in 
examinations and the focus is mainly on coping with the pressure of them.  There are lots of basic errors.
- to be really secure in the band, the response needs a greater balance that includes practical suggestions such 
as revision techniques that the writer feels can be successful, alongside the practical coping strategies suggested. Basic 
spelling and punctuation errors need addressing.
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QUESTION 2.1 - EXAMPLE 3  







MARK: 8 + 4 = 12 


Band 4 C+O and Band 3 VSSSP
- the response has a reassuring introduction and a clear shape and structure.  Each paragraph has a
good balance between information and advice and shows clear awareness of the intended audience.
Although control is generally sound, there are some basic errors in spelling.
- whilst the response is just of sufficient length, to move more securely into the band, a further `top tip`
paragraph might have been added, for a more thorough response.
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SECTION B: 40 marks


Answer Question                   and Question                  .


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.


For each question, 12 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 8 marks are 
awarded for vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.


Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.


You should aim to write about 300–400 words for each task.


You are asked to give a lively talk to younger students in which you give advice about 
how best to prepare for and cope with the demands of GCSE exams.  


Write what you would say in your talk.	 [20]


This is part of a letter that has appeared in a newspaper: 


‘It’s about time teenagers thought about their responsibilities and contributed more to 
their communities.’


Write a letter to the newspaper responding to this view.	 [20]


The space below can be used to plan your work.


END OF PAPER


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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2 1 + 2 2 Transactional / Persuasive Writing 


 


 
Communication and organisation 


12 marks 
Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation 


8 marks 


Band 5 


11-12 marks 


• shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and 
format of the task 


• shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended 
audience 


• appropriate register is confidently adapted to purpose / 
audience 


• content is ambitious, pertinent and sophisticated 


• ideas are convincingly developed and supported by a range 
of relevant details 


• there is sophistication in the shape and structure of the 
writing 


• communication has ambition and sophistication 


8 marks 


• there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence 
structures 


• virtually all sentence construction is controlled and accurate 


• a range of punctuation is used confidently and accurately 


• virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular 
words, is correct 


• control of tense and agreement is totally secure 


• a wide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used 
to create effect or convey precise meaning 


Band 4 


8-10 marks 


• shows consistent understanding of the purpose and format 
of the task 


• shows secure awareness of the reader/intended audience 


• register is appropriately and consistently adapted to 
purpose/audience 


• content is well-judged and detailed 


• ideas are organised and coherently developed with 
supporting detail 


• there is clear shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs 
are used effectively to give sequence and organisation) 


• communication has clarity, fluency and some ambition 


6-7 marks 


• sentence structure is varied to achieve particular effects 


• control of sentence construction is secure 


• a range of punctuation is used accurately 


• spelling, including that of irregular words, is secure 


• control of tense and agreement is secure 


• vocabulary is ambitious and used with precision 


Band 3 


5-7 marks 


• shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the 
task 


• shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience 


• register is appropriately adapted to purpose / audience 


• content is developed and appropriate reasons are given in 
support of opinions / ideas 


• ideas are organised into coherent arguments 


• there is some shape and structure in the writing 
(paragraphs are used to give sequence and organisation) 


• communication has clarity and fluency 


4-5 marks 


• there is variety in sentence structure 


• control of sentence construction is mostly secure 


• a range of punctuation is used, mostly accurately 


• most spelling, including that of irregular words, is correct 


• control of tense and agreement is mostly secure 


• vocabulary is beginning to develop and is used with some 
precision 


Band 2 


3-4 marks 


• shows some awareness of the purpose and format of the 
task 


• shows awareness of the reader / intended audience 


• a clear attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience 


• some reasons are given in support of opinions and ideas 


• limited development of ideas 


• some sequencing of ideas into paragraphs (structure / 
direction may be uncertain) 


• communication has some clarity and fluency 


2-3 marks 


• some variety of sentence structure 


• there is some control of sentence construction 


• some control of a range of punctuation 


• the spelling is usually accurate 


• control of tense and agreement is generally secure 


• there is some range of vocabulary 


Band 1 


1-2 marks 


• basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task 


• some basic awareness of the reader / intended audience 


• some attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience (e.g. 
degree of formality) 


• some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic 


• content may be thin and brief 


• simple sequencing of ideas (paragraphs may be used to 
show obvious divisions or group ideas into some order) 


• there is some basic clarity but communication of meaning is 
limited 


1 mark 


• limited range of sentence structure 


• control of sentence construction is limited 


• there is some attempt to use punctuation 


• some spelling is accurate 


• control of tense and agreement is limited 


• limited range of vocabulary 


 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 
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Additional task-specific guidance 
 


This is part of a letter that has appeared in a newspaper:  
‘It’s about time teenagers thought about their responsibilities and contributed 
more to their communities.’ 


 
Write a letter to this newspaper responding to this view.  [20] 


 
Successful responses may include some of the following features: 


 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
• a sustained sense of register and purpose, which meets the requirement 


of a letter to a newspaper – for example, a lively, opinionated or witty 
approach 


• the content is assured and convincing 
• a clear and coherent approach and viewpoint where opinions/arguments 


are presented and developed persuasively 
• a clear understanding of the intended audience and the reader-writer 


relationship 
• the response has a logical structure within which opinions/arguments are 


presented clearly and convincingly 
• paragraphs are used to effectively structure the response and give 


direction to the overall argument 
• the response uses a range of appropriate and well-selected details to 


illustrate and give substance to the opinions and points of view expressed  
• the letter is of appropriate length and is a sufficiently detailed and 


developed response  
 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
• expression is clear, fluent and controlled (the best responses will show 


ambition and sophistication in expression as well as a high degree of 
accuracy)  


• there are few, if any, errors (no more than a sprinkling of mistakes) 
• tenses are consistent 
• vocabulary is used precisely and appropriately to convey meaning 
• punctuation is used accurately and appropriately (and unobtrusively) 


 
Less successful responses may be characterised by some of the 
following features:  


 
Communication and Organisation (AO5) 
• the content is thin and/or brief 
• there is a limited or uncertain sense of register, purpose and format 
• there may be a limited sense of the intended audience or of an 


appropriate reader-writer relationship 
• the range of points raised in support of the writer’s opinion may be limited, 


unconvincing or lacking in development, with perhaps a tendency to 
simple assertion 


• specific examples given in support of an argument may be limited or 
unconvincing 


• viewpoint/opinion may not be sustained consistently 
• there may be a limited or uncertain structure to the letter 


 


2  2 
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Vocabulary, sentence structure, spelling and punctuation (AO6) 
• expression/phrasing lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward 


and limited) 
• errors are basic and/or numerous 
• tenses may be inconsistent 
• vocabulary is limited or used inappropriately 
• meaning is not always clear or precise 


  












QUESTION 2.2 - EXAMPLE 1







MARK: 3 + 2 = 5 
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QUESTION 2.2 - EXAMPLE 2 







MARK: 2 + 2 = 4 


Band 1 C+O and Band 2 VSSSP 
-  the response shows no real awareness of the conventions of letter layout and the 
letter is brief and unparagraphed.  Whilst it sustains a viewpoint, in places the response lack 
clarity and a misunderstanding of the intended audience.  There are a lot of basic errors 
throughout, including incorrect spellings that appeared in the task details.
- to access a mark in the next band, there needs to be clearer organisation of content.  
Two or three clear, specific lines of argument, each dealt with in a paragraph would have 
been helpful.  
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QUESTION 2.2 - EXAMPLE 3











MARK: 5 + 5 = 10


- Band 3 C+O and VSSSP
- the letter is correctly set out and shows an awareness of the persuasive purpose of
the task.  It has a clear shape and structure and offers a number of points in support of its
viewpoint; however, these are only developed to a limited extent and lack the sort of
specific examples or details that would help to persuade.  Control is generally sound.
- to gain a more secure mark in the content band, the response needs to be argued
more assertively; each of the points put forward need to be built and developed more
convincingly.
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SECTION B: 40 marks


Answer Question                   and Question                  .


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.


For each question, 12 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 8 marks are 
awarded for vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.


Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.


You should aim to write about 300–400 words for each task.


This is part of a letter that has appeared in a newspaper: 


‘It’s about time teenagers thought about their responsibilities and contributed more to 
their communities.’


Write a letter to the newspaper responding to this view. [20]


The space below can be used to plan your work.


END OF PAPER
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SECTION A: 40 MARKS 
 
 


Read the newspaper article in the separate Resource Material. 
 


a) Where is the skeleton of Jumbo kept? [1] 
 
b) Why was Jumbo sold to the Barnum Circus? [1] 


 
c) Give one piece of evidence that showed people did not want 


Jumbo to go to America. [1] 
 


(AO1 1a) 
 


This question tests the ability to identify explicit information. 
 


Award one mark for each correct response in a), b) and c). 
 


a) The American Museum of Natural History. (1) 
 


b) Because London Zoo was afraid that Jumbo would turn on Scott or 
even a child and cause a scandal. 


 
OR 
He was ‘problematic’ / they wanted to get rid of him 


 
OR 
They were offered a lot of money / offered £2000 (1) 


 
c) 100,000 children wrote to Queen Victoria begging her to intervene. 


 
OR 
There was an outcry 
 
OR 
Adults protested at the zoo. (1) 


 
 
 
  


1 1 
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Revealed: new 
evidence about the life and death of Jumbo, the giant Victorian sensation’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from Matthew Scott’s autobiography, written in 1885.


Read the newspaper article in the separate Resource Material.


a)	 Where is the skeleton of Jumbo kept?	 [1]
b)	 Why was Jumbo sold to the Barnum Circus?	 [1]


		  c)	 Give one piece of evidence that showed people did not want Jumbo to go to 
			   America. 	 [1]


How does the writer, Alan Lee, try to show that Jumbo was a much-loved ‘Victorian 
sensation’?  
You should comment on:
•	 what he says
•	 his use of language, tone and structure
•	 other ways he tries to show Jumbo was a much-loved elephant.	 [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate.


To answer the following questions you will need to read the passage on the opposite page, 
taken from Matthew Scott’s autobiography.


a)	 How much did Jumbo weigh?	 [1]
b)	 How long had Jumbo been giving children rides in London Zoo? 	 [1]
c)	 Give the detail from the text that shows Jumbo would usually do what 
	 Matthew Scott asked him.	 [1]


“Matthew Scott writes about Jumbo in a way that shows feelings of pride and affection 
for the elephant.” 
To what extent do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
•	 what the writer says
•	 how the writer says it.	 [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly what the two writers tell readers 
about Jumbo’s food and drink.	 [4]


Both of these texts are about Jumbo the elephant and his life in London Zoo.
Compare:
•	 what the two writers tell readers about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo
•	 how the writers get their views about Jumbo’s life across to their readers.	 [10]
You must use the text to support your answers and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Revealed: new evidence about the life and death of 
Jumbo, the giant Victorian sensation.


During his time as the greatest animal celebrity of the Victorian age, 
Jumbo the elephant outshone the biggest names of music hall and 
theatre. Now Alan Lee reports on the latest research on this remarkable 
animal, including Sir David Attenborough’s work for his documentary 
about the elephant. 


Jumbo the elephant drew 
millions of visitors, became a 
firm favourite of Queen Victoria’s 
children and much later even 
inspired Walt Disney’s classic 
cartoon film, ‘Dumbo’. Yet behind 
all the adoration, Jumbo lived a 
sad, often painful existence. 


Now Sir David Attenborough has 
become the latest researcher 
to try to uncover the truth about 


Jumbo, the “gentle giant”. Jumbo stood four metres tall and weighed more than 
seven tons. The skeleton of the elephant is kept at the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York and Sir David was given unique access to it during the making 
of a BBC documentary. 


Using the latest techniques, Attenborough and a team of scientists painstakingly 
examined Jumbo’s bones. And they have come to some fascinating conclusions 
about Jumbo’s medical condition and diet. 


The elephant arrived at London Zoo in 1865. “Hardly anyone in Europe had seen 
a living African elephant 150 years ago,” Sir David points out. Jumbo became an 
instant hit, attracting crowds of awe-struck Victorians who came to marvel at his 
growing size, take rides on his back and take photos using early cameras. Among 
those who are said to have adored Jumbo were Queen Victoria’s children and a 
young Winston Churchill.


His keeper was Matthew Scott, who developed a strong bond with Jumbo. It was 
even claimed he discovered a way of communicating with the animal. The young 
elephant was disease-ridden when he arrived in London, but Scott nursed him back 
to health and did his best to treat him well. He even slept in the elephant’s pen to 
keep him company. Yet Scott knew little about elephant behaviour and away from 
the crowds there was a darker side to Jumbo. He would have terrifyingly violent 
rages, where he would smash the wooden frame of his enclosure. “He did it so often 
that carpenters had to be called again and again to make repairs,” says Sir David. 
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He even broke his tusks in his frustration. Scientists now believe the reason for his 
rages was bad toothache caused by his monotonous diet, largely of sticky buns 
and hay. They found clear signs of damage to his teeth and indications of infection. 
Matthew Scott was also said to feed Jumbo whisky and beer to keep him calm, 
adding to his health problems. It is also known that 300 coins were discovered in 
Jumbo’s stomach after his death – probably payment for rides which the elephant 
scooped up and swallowed. 


Photographs from the time show as many as a dozen people on his back and the 
rides also caused some injury. Jumbo suffered joint problems. His bones were 
shown to be like those of an animal in its 50s, rather than in his mid-20s as he was 
when he died.  


There’s no evidence that he ever 
attacked anyone but zoo officials 
became increasingly worried. 
They feared that he would turn 
on Scott, or even worse, a child, 
causing a scandal, so when, 
in 1882, the Barnum Circus 
in America offered £2,000 for 
Jumbo, an enormous sum at the 
time, they found London Zoo in a 
mood to accept. 


“It was an opportunity for the 
zoo to get rid of its problematic 
elephant,” says Sir David. “A 
shocking decision was made to 
sell.” 


There was an outcry – 100,000 children wrote to Queen Victoria begging her to 
intervene, adults protested at the zoo – but there was no reprieve. Jumbo was put 
in a crate and shipped across the Atlantic with his loyal keeper. Huge crowds were 
waiting and Jumbo-mania erupted. 


His popularity never faded but he died just three years later. While exercising at a 
railway yard in Canada, during a circus tour, Jumbo was struck by a train and killed. 
He was aged just 24, a tragically young age for an animal that can live to 70 in the 
wild. Matthew Scott is said to have wept uncontrollably as his best friend took his 
last breath.
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1.2) The writer shows that the Jumbo was a much-loved 'Victorian sensation', when he says 


"Jumbo the elephant drew millions of visitors". This suggests that many people loved him 


and were interested to see him. Ne.xt, it says "even inspired Walt Disney's classic cartoon 


film". This implies that Jumbo was inspiring people to recreate and experience how he lived. 


Also, it says "Hardly anyone in Europe had seen a living African elephant 150 y·ears ago". 


This shows that elephants are unque and not many people had seen them before so they 


were excited to see Jumbo. Next, it says "Jumbo became an instant hit, after attracting 


crowds of awe-struck Victorians". This suggests that he was very popular for everyone and 


everyone warnted to see him. Also, it says "takes rides on his back and take photos·. This 


implies that he was like a model meaning everyone loved him and wanted photos and rides 


on him. Next, it says "adored Jumbo were Queen Victoria's children and a young Winston 


Churchill". This shows that even the royal and more important people loved him. Also, the 


writer says "Mathew Scott, who developed a strong bond with Jumbo". This suggests that 


1 


G-S 


he wanted to trust Jumbo and learn how to understand and care for him. Next, the writer 


says "Scott nursed him back to health and did his best to treat him well". This implies that 


he is very caring and loving towards Jumbo. 
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How does the writer, Alan Lee, try to show that Jumbo was a much-
loved `Victorian sensation`? 


 
You should comment on: 


• what he says 


• his use of language, tone and structure 


• other ways he tries to show Jumbo was a much-loved elephant. [10] 
 


You must refer to the text to support your comments, using relevant 


subject terminology where appropriate. 


 
(AO2 1a, b, c and d) 


 
This question tests the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers 
use language and structure to achieve effects and influence readers, using 
subject terminology to support their views. 


 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


 
Give 1-2 marks to those who identify one or two textual details the writer 
gives to show that Jumbo was a much-loved elephant. These responses will 
give one or two examples from the text but may struggle to engage with the 
text and/or the question. Responses are likely to be brief and limited and may 
lack clarity/precision. 


 
Give 3-4 marks to those who identify some textual details the writer gives to 
show that Jumbo was a much-loved elephant. These responses give 
straightforward comments/explanation with some relevant selection of detail, 
although coverage across the whole text may be limited and there may be 
some imprecision / lack of clarity. These responses may simply identify 
subject terminology. 


 
Give 5-6 marks to those who explain how a range of examples used in the 
text show that Jumbo was a much-loved elephant and begin to comment on 
how aspects such as language, tone and structure are used to achieve 
effects and influence the reader. These responses may begin to use relevant 
subject terminology accurately to support their comments, where appropriate. 


 
Give 7-8 marks to those who make accurate comments about how a good 
range of different examples and comments given by the writer show that 
Jumbo was a much-loved elephant. These responses will begin to analyse 
how aspects such as language, tone and structure are used by Lee to 
emphasise the impact Jumbo had on the Victorian public. Relevant subject 
terminology is used accurately to support comments effectively, where 
appropriate.  


 
Give 9-10 marks to those who make accurate and perceptive comments 
about how a wide range of different examples and comments given by the 
writer from across the text show that Jumbo was a much-loved elephant. 
These responses will provide detailed analysis of how aspects such as 
language, tone and structure are used by Lee to emphasise the impact 
Jumbo had on the Victorian public. Well-considered accurate use of subject 
terminology supports comments effectively, where appropriate.  
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Details candidates may explore or comment on could be: 
 


• the subtitle/standfirst tells readers that Jumbo `outshone the biggest 
names of music hall and theatre` suggesting the enormous popularity of 
the elephant / calls him an ‘animal celebrity’ 


• the opening sentences immediately emphasise the popularity of the 
elephant 


• he drew `millions of visitors` 


• Lee uses expressions such as Jumbo being a `firm favourite` of Queen 
Victoria’s children 


• his fame has lived on – he was the inspiration for the Disney film, 
`Dumbo` 


• Lee uses the noun `adoration` to show how he was much-loved 


• he is called the ‘gentle giant’ 


• his skeleton has been kept – an indication of the impact he had 


• he was a sensation because few people had ever seen a living African 
elephant at that time 


• he became `an instant hit` with visitors to the zoo 


• people were `awe-struck` when they saw Jumbo  


• Lee uses the word `marvel` to describe visitors’ reaction to seeing Jumbo  


• people loved to take rides on his back and take photographs of him 


• he was described by Lee as being `adored` by Queen Victoria’s children 
and by Winston Churchill 


• there was an outcry when it was known he was to be sold to Barnum’s 
circus in America / children begged Queen Victoria to intervene / adults 
protested at the zoo 


• when in America `huge crowds` waited to see him 


• we are told `Jumbo-mania erupted` - evidence of the elephant’s popularity 


• while he lived, `his popularity never faded` 
 


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 


 
 
  












QUESTION 1.2 - EXAMPLE 1  


MARK: 2 


-Band 1
- very limited response with just two text references
- to access the next band the response needs to range more widely across the whole
text, selecting  more details to support `how.`
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QUESTION 1.2 - EXAMPLE 2


MARK: 6 


- Band 3
- the response includes a good range of relevant detail with comments that give
explanation and context.
- to access the next band, the response needs to cover the whole text; here,
details are drawn from just two paragraphs in the newspaper article and the final
sentences drift from the focus of the question.
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MARK: 8 


- Band 4
- the response is detailed and the candidate works quite methodically through the 
text, selecting appropriate details and making it clear how Jumbo was a much-loved 
Victorian sensation.  Where appropriate, subject terminology supports the comments.
- to access the next band, the response needed a little more precision at the end of 
the response, where there was a little confusion and lack of accuracy.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Revealed: new 
evidence about the life and death of Jumbo, the giant Victorian sensation’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from Matthew Scott’s autobiography, written in 1885.


Read the newspaper article in the separate Resource Material.


How does the writer, Alan Lee, try to show that Jumbo was a much-loved ‘Victorian 
sensation’?  
You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways he tries to show Jumbo was a much-loved elephant. [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate.


To answer the following questions you will need to read the passage on the opposite page, 
taken from Matthew Scott’s autobiography.


a)	 How much did Jumbo weigh?	 [1]
b)	 How long had Jumbo been giving children rides in London Zoo? [1]
c)	 Give the detail from the text that shows Jumbo would usually do what 


Matthew Scott asked him. [1]


“Matthew Scott writes about Jumbo in a way that shows feelings of pride and affection 
for the elephant.” 
To what extent do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
•	 what the writer says
•	 how the writer says it.	 [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly what the two writers tell readers 
about Jumbo’s food and drink. [4]


Both of these texts are about Jumbo the elephant and his life in London Zoo.
Compare:
•	 what the two writers tell readers about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo
•	 how the writers get their views about Jumbo’s life across to their readers. [10]
You must use the text to support your answers and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1
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Revealed: new evidence about the life and death of 
Jumbo, the giant Victorian sensation.


During his time as the greatest animal celebrity of the Victorian age, 
Jumbo the elephant outshone the biggest names of music hall and 
theatre. Now Alan Lee reports on the latest research on this remarkable 
animal, including Sir David Attenborough’s work for his documentary 
about the elephant. 


Jumbo the elephant drew 
millions of visitors, became a 
firm favourite of Queen Victoria’s 
children and much later even 
inspired Walt Disney’s classic 
cartoon film, ‘Dumbo’. Yet behind 
all the adoration, Jumbo lived a 
sad, often painful existence. 


Now Sir David Attenborough has 
become the latest researcher 
to try to uncover the truth about 


Jumbo, the “gentle giant”. Jumbo stood four metres tall and weighed more than 
seven tons. The skeleton of the elephant is kept at the American Museum of Natural 
History in New York and Sir David was given unique access to it during the making 
of a BBC documentary. 


Using the latest techniques, Attenborough and a team of scientists painstakingly 
examined Jumbo’s bones. And they have come to some fascinating conclusions 
about Jumbo’s medical condition and diet. 


The elephant arrived at London Zoo in 1865. “Hardly anyone in Europe had seen 
a living African elephant 150 years ago,” Sir David points out. Jumbo became an 
instant hit, attracting crowds of awe-struck Victorians who came to marvel at his 
growing size, take rides on his back and take photos using early cameras. Among 
those who are said to have adored Jumbo were Queen Victoria’s children and a 
young Winston Churchill.


His keeper was Matthew Scott, who developed a strong bond with Jumbo. It was 
even claimed he discovered a way of communicating with the animal. The young 
elephant was disease-ridden when he arrived in London, but Scott nursed him back 
to health and did his best to treat him well. He even slept in the elephant’s pen to 
keep him company. Yet Scott knew little about elephant behaviour and away from 
the crowds there was a darker side to Jumbo. He would have terrifyingly violent 
rages, where he would smash the wooden frame of his enclosure. “He did it so often 
that carpenters had to be called again and again to make repairs,” says Sir David. 
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He even broke his tusks in his frustration. Scientists now believe the reason for his 
rages was bad toothache caused by his monotonous diet, largely of sticky buns 
and hay. They found clear signs of damage to his teeth and indications of infection. 
Matthew Scott was also said to feed Jumbo whisky and beer to keep him calm, 
adding to his health problems. It is also known that 300 coins were discovered in 
Jumbo’s stomach after his death – probably payment for rides which the elephant 
scooped up and swallowed. 


Photographs from the time show as many as a dozen people on his back and the 
rides also caused some injury. Jumbo suffered joint problems. His bones were 
shown to be like those of an animal in its 50s, rather than in his mid-20s as he was 
when he died.  


There’s no evidence that he ever 
attacked anyone but zoo officials 
became increasingly worried. 
They feared that he would turn 
on Scott, or even worse, a child, 
causing a scandal, so when, 
in 1882, the Barnum Circus 
in America offered £2,000 for 
Jumbo, an enormous sum at the 
time, they found London Zoo in a 
mood to accept. 


“It was an opportunity for the 
zoo to get rid of its problematic 
elephant,” says Sir David. “A 
shocking decision was made to 
sell.” 


There was an outcry – 100,000 children wrote to Queen Victoria begging her to 
intervene, adults protested at the zoo – but there was no reprieve. Jumbo was put 
in a crate and shipped across the Atlantic with his loyal keeper. Huge crowds were 
waiting and Jumbo-mania erupted. 


His popularity never faded but he died just three years later. While exercising at a 
railway yard in Canada, during a circus tour, Jumbo was struck by a train and killed. 
He was aged just 24, a tragically young age for an animal that can live to 70 in the 
wild. Matthew Scott is said to have wept uncontrollably as his best friend took his 
last breath.
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Q3 


A) Jumbo Wighs nearly eight tons.


B) Jumbo had been giving children rides daily for twenty years.


C)Jombo would usually do Obeys Matthews orders if he asked.


QUESTION 1.3 - EXAMPLE 1 
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To answer the following questions you will need to read the passage on the opposite 
page, taken from Matthew Scott’s autobiography. 
 


a) How much did Jumbo weigh? [1] 
 


b) How long had Jumbo been giving children rides in London Zoo?
 [1] 


 
c) Give the detail from the text that shows Jumbo would usually do 


what Matthew Scott asked him. [1] 
 


(AO1 1a, b, c, d) 
 


This question tests the ability to identify and interpret explicit and implicit 
information and ideas. 


 
Award one mark for a correct response. 


 
a) nearly eight tons (1) 


 
b) twenty years (1) 


 
c) `...for once he did not obey the order` (1) 
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Revealed: new 
evidence about the life and death of Jumbo, the giant Victorian sensation’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from Matthew Scott’s autobiography, written in 1885.


Read the newspaper article in the separate Resource Material.


a)	 Where is the skeleton of Jumbo kept?	 [1]
b)	 Why was Jumbo sold to the Barnum Circus?	 [1]


		  c)	 Give one piece of evidence that showed people did not want Jumbo to go to 
			   America. 	 [1]


How does the writer, Alan Lee, try to show that Jumbo was a much-loved ‘Victorian 
sensation’?  
You should comment on:
•	 what he says
•	 his use of language, tone and structure
•	 other ways he tries to show Jumbo was a much-loved elephant.	 [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate.


To answer the following questions you will need to read the passage on the opposite page, 
taken from Matthew Scott’s autobiography.


a)	 How much did Jumbo weigh?	 [1]
b)	 How long had Jumbo been giving children rides in London Zoo? 	 [1]
c)	 Give the detail from the text that shows Jumbo would usually do what 
	 Matthew Scott asked him.	 [1]


“Matthew Scott writes about Jumbo in a way that shows feelings of pride and affection 
for the elephant.” 
To what extent do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
•	 what the writer says
•	 how the writer says it.	 [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly what the two writers tell readers 
about Jumbo’s food and drink.	 [4]


Both of these texts are about Jumbo the elephant and his life in London Zoo.
Compare:
•	 what the two writers tell readers about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo
•	 how the writers get their views about Jumbo’s life across to their readers.	 [10]
You must use the text to support your answers and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.
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When Jumbo the elephant was brought to England and to
London Zoo in 1865, he was looked after by Matthew 
Scott, his keeper. The passage below is taken from Scott’s 
autobiography, published in 1885.
When I first saw Jumbo and he was given into my care, the poor thing was full of 
disease, and his whole hide covered with sores. However, I undertook to be his doctor, 
his nurse and general servant. I watched and nursed him night and day with all the care 
and affection of a mother and I am now rewarded by having a fine-looking creature in a 
perfectly sound state of mind and body. He is the largest, most intelligent and certainly 
the most powerful living creature in creation. Jumbo’s daily diet is composed of hay, 
oats and bread; his drink is chiefly water but as a treat he can cope with a big dram 
of whisky. He weighs nearly eight tons and he stands today over twelve feet high. All 
the experience I share with him is a pleasure to me and is a great reward, which I am 
thankful for in these, my older days but so long as I am permitted the company of dear 
old Jumbo, I shall be quite contented. I am happy in his company and do not wish to 
leave it. 


Jumbo has been a busy, industrious creature all his life, especially since I brought him 
from his sick bed. He has no idle days for ‘loafing’ or otherwise wasting his time. He has 
been engaged in carrying around children almost daily for twenty years, and I suppose 
no animal has ever carried so many on his back as Jumbo. Certainly, I can claim 
for him that no animal ever did his work more affectionately or tenderly, and without 
accident. Once when I was riding him around in the Zoological Gardens, sitting on his 
neck with about a dozen children on his broad back, we were proceeding down the 
path when all at once Jumbo came to a standstill. I shouted to him to go along but for 
once he did not obey the order. As I turned round to see what was the matter, there was 
a lady running on to the path screaming and shouting, “Oh, my poor child! Oh, he will 
be killed, he will be killed!” When I looked down, I saw Jumbo deliberately and coolly 
putting his trunk around the body of an infant that had escaped its mother’s apron-
strings and had run and fallen in front of him. He just stopped right there, gently picked 
up the child by the waist with his trunk and laid it beside its screaming mother, more 
tenderly than the mother afterward took up the frightened child in her excitement.


Jumbo never gets excited when he is attending to children, who love to see him eat 
the cakes they give him. He might get mad once in a while when provoked by some 
drunken fool but I want you to think of Jumbo as a kind, affectionate creature and 
remember, when you see anyone in trouble, you should go instantly to the rescue, and 
remember that Jumbo did the same thing.
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“Matthew Scott writes about Jumbo in a way that shows feelings of 
pride and affection for the elephant.”  
 
To what extent do you agree with this view?  


 
You should comment on: 


• what the writer says 


• how the writer says it [10] 
 


You must refer to the text to support your comments. 
 


(AO4) 
 


This question tests the ability to evaluate texts critically and support this with 
appropriate textual references. 


 
Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


 
Give 1-2 marks to those who select some basic textual details and/or express 
a simple personal opinion. Responses in this band may be brief and limited 
and /or struggle to engage with the text and/or the question. 


 
Give 3-4 marks to those who give some simple evaluation/personal response 
supported by straightforward textual references. These responses may show 
some exploration of, and response to, some of the details in the passage 
although coverage may be limited.  


 
Give 5-6 marks to those who give an evaluation of the text supported by 
appropriate textual references. These responses will show some critical 
exploration of, and response to, a range of relevant details.  


 
Give 7-8 marks to those who give a detailed, critical evaluation of the text and 
its effects, supported by well-selected textual references. They will show 
critical awareness and clear engagement with the text, using a good range of 
relevant details.  


 
Give 9-10 marks to those who give a detailed and persuasive evaluation of 
the text and its effects, supported by a wide range of convincing, well-
selected examples and purposeful textual references. These responses will 
show engagement and involvement with the text and the question and make 
perceptive, evaluative comments to support their viewpoint. 


 
Details that candidates may evaluate or give a personal response to could be: 


 


• he begins by describing Jumbo as a `poor thing`, suggesting that he 
immediately felt an affection for the elephant 


• he writes about treating and nursing the elephant with the `affection of a 
mother`, suggesting the bond he had with Jumbo 


• he shows his pride in Jumbo (…a fine-looking creature; most 
intelligent…powerful living creature) 


• he says the shared experiences he has with Jumbo give him `pleasure` 
and `reward` 


• he writes about being `permitted the company of dear old Jumbo` - an 
expression of endearment and affection 


• he tells readers he is `happy in his company` / ‘do not wish to leave it’  


1 4 







 


© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 8 


• he feels pride in Jumbo’s industrious nature (`no idle days for loafing`) 


• his tone is one of pride in that Jumbo has given children daily rides for 20 
years 


• he says he does his work `affectionately`, `tenderly` and with no accidents 


• the anecdote about helping the infant is used to show Jumbo’s 
intelligence and his qualities – he uses the words such as `gently` and 
`tenderly` to describe how he picked the child up and set him down safely 


• he tells us he is always calm with children – but reacts when mistreated 


• he concludes by saying he is a `kind, affectionate creature` and that he 
sets humans an example of how to behave when seeing anyone in 
trouble. 


 
This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  
Look for and reward valid alternatives. 


 
 
  












QUESTION 1.4 - EXAMPLE 2   


MARK: 2 


- Band 1
- the response is very limited, giving just two textual details in support of the view
expressed.
- to improve the mark and gain access to the higher bands, the response must make
greater use of the text.
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QUESTION 1.4  - EXAMPLE 3


MARK: 7 


- Band 4
- the response includes a good range of supporting details from across the whole
text, giving a convincing evaluation that Matthew Scott showed feelings of pride and
affection for Jumbo.
- to improve the mark and to access the top band, the response needs to ensure all
quotations/textual details are given sufficient context and/or explanation.  In places, there
are `fragments` from the text that need greater explanation to gain reward.
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SECTION A: 40 marks


Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Revealed: new 
evidence about the life and death of Jumbo, the giant Victorian sensation’. 


The extract on the opposite page is from Matthew Scott’s autobiography, written in 1885.


Read the newspaper article in the separate Resource Material.


a)	 Where is the skeleton of Jumbo kept?	 [1]
b)	 Why was Jumbo sold to the Barnum Circus?	 [1]
c)	 Give one piece of evidence that showed people did not want Jumbo to go to 


America. [1]


How does the writer, Alan Lee, try to show that Jumbo was a much-loved ‘Victorian 
sensation’? 
You should comment on:
•	 what he says
•	 his use of language, tone and structure
•	 other ways he tries to show Jumbo was a much-loved elephant.	 [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate.


To answer the following questions you will need to read the passage on the opposite page, 
taken from Matthew Scott’s autobiography.


“Matthew Scott writes about Jumbo in a way that shows feelings of pride and affection 
for the elephant.” 
To what extent do you agree with this view?
You should comment on:
• what the writer says
• how the writer says it. [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly what the two writers tell readers 
about Jumbo’s food and drink. [4]


Both of these texts are about Jumbo the elephant and his life in London Zoo.
Compare:
•	 what the two writers tell readers about Jumbo’s life in London Zoo
•	 how the writers get their views about Jumbo’s life across to their readers. [10]
You must use the text to support your answers and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.
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When Jumbo the elephant was brought to England and to
London Zoo in 1865, he was looked after by Matthew 
Scott, his keeper. The passage below is taken from Scott’s 
autobiography, published in 1885.
When I first saw Jumbo and he was given into my care, the poor thing was full of 
disease, and his whole hide covered with sores. However, I undertook to be his doctor, 
his nurse and general servant. I watched and nursed him night and day with all the care 
and affection of a mother and I am now rewarded by having a fine-looking creature in a 
perfectly sound state of mind and body. He is the largest, most intelligent and certainly 
the most powerful living creature in creation. Jumbo’s daily diet is composed of hay, 
oats and bread; his drink is chiefly water but as a treat he can cope with a big dram 
of whisky. He weighs nearly eight tons and he stands today over twelve feet high. All 
the experience I share with him is a pleasure to me and is a great reward, which I am 
thankful for in these, my older days but so long as I am permitted the company of dear 
old Jumbo, I shall be quite contented. I am happy in his company and do not wish to 
leave it. 


Jumbo has been a busy, industrious creature all his life, especially since I brought him 
from his sick bed. He has no idle days for ‘loafing’ or otherwise wasting his time. He has 
been engaged in carrying around children almost daily for twenty years, and I suppose 
no animal has ever carried so many on his back as Jumbo. Certainly, I can claim 
for him that no animal ever did his work more affectionately or tenderly, and without 
accident. Once when I was riding him around in the Zoological Gardens, sitting on his 
neck with about a dozen children on his broad back, we were proceeding down the 
path when all at once Jumbo came to a standstill. I shouted to him to go along but for 
once he did not obey the order. As I turned round to see what was the matter, there was 
a lady running on to the path screaming and shouting, “Oh, my poor child! Oh, he will 
be killed, he will be killed!” When I looked down, I saw Jumbo deliberately and coolly 
putting his trunk around the body of an infant that had escaped its mother’s apron-
strings and had run and fallen in front of him. He just stopped right there, gently picked 
up the child by the waist with his trunk and laid it beside its screaming mother, more 
tenderly than the mother afterward took up the frightened child in her excitement.


Jumbo never gets excited when he is attending to children, who love to see him eat 
the cakes they give him. He might get mad once in a while when provoked by some 
drunken fool but I want you to think of Jumbo as a kind, affectionate creature and 
remember, when you see anyone in trouble, you should go instantly to the rescue, and 
remember that Jumbo did the same thing.
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QUESTION 2.1 - EXAMPLE 2  


MARK: 4 + 2 = 6 


- Band 2 C+O and VSSSP
- the response shows an awareness of the purpose of the task and intended audience and there is some 
relevant content, although the points raised lack some development, limiting the impact of the advice and 
suggestions.  There are a lot of basic errors.
- to access the next band, the content needs greater development.  For example, where there is a suggestion 
about using a revision timetable, giving some specific examples of what worked well for the writer would have been 
useful.





		1 S1 M2

		2 S2 M3

		3 S3 M3

		4 S4 M2

		5 S5 M3

		Blank Page

		Blank Page










QUESTION 2.2 - EXAMPLE 4  











MARK: 4 + 3 = 7 


Band 2 C+O and VSSSP
- there is some awareness of letter layout and an attempt to offer and sustain a 
viewpoint.  The letter has some shape and tries to give an example when making a 
point.  However, the response is a fairly brief and this limits both the range and the 
development of the points raised. There are quite a lot of pretty basic errors, 
especially in spelling.
- to access the next band, the content needs to be further developed, with two 
or three clear arguments, rather than relying on, and then repeating, one main point.
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QUESTION 1.4  - EXAMPLE 1 


MARK: 4 


- Band 2
- the response selects and comments on details from the first paragraph but also 
includes towards the end of the answer quotations that lack context.
- to access the next band, the response needs to make use of the whole text and 
ensure that quotations have sufficient context and/or explanation to make the point clearly.
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